PARRETT AND AXE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th May 2011 at 8.00pm at South Perrott Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs Mike Johnson (Chairman), Kate Organ (Vice Chairman), Sue Coutanche, Liz Fray, Anita Legg and Peter Simmons.  County Cllr Rebecca Knox, District Cllr Janet Page, 1 footpaths officer, clerk Angela Gillingham, and 28 residents.
1053.  APOLOGIES were received from District Cllr Caroline Payne and Peter Coles (auditor).
1054.  MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March 2011 were approved and signed as a correct record.  (Proposed by Cllr Simmons, seconded by Cllr Johnson)
1055.  MATTTERS ARISING
a) Chedington Golf Club buildings – Trevor Cligg, owner of Pipplepen Farm, addressed the meeting.  He explained that he had purchased the golf course from the receivers and the land had now reverted back to agricultural use.  Mr Cligg invited suggestions from members and residents as to what use to make of the golf club buildings.  He favoured some type of business use.  Various suggestions were put forward, and the creation of a Farm Shop was the most popular proposal.  The Chairman thanked Mr Cligg for attending.
b) Community Resilience Plan – the Clerk advised that since the last meeting she had received further information from Carly Galloway in the County Council’s Emergency Planning Unit.  Central Government has issued new guidance on Community Resilience Plans and there is now a new template, together with a Toolkit to help with the completion of the template, and other associated documents.  In the light of this, IT WAS AGREED that the parish council should hold a separate meeting to consider the latest paperwork.  
         Action: A Gillingham

c) A356 Road Scheme – Cllr Organ advised that Khrishna Chakhun of Buro Happold would be visiting South Perrott the following day to review the work on the road.  The Chairman invited residents to contribute to the discussion and the following comments were made –
· There are still concerns over the blind bends by Hill Farm and Swing Gate Cottage.  In particular, the school bus has difficulties getting through the bend by Swing Gate Cottage.
· It is understood that regulations will prevent the gateways at either end of the village being narrowed to less 5.5m wide.

· Traffic enters the village two fast; need to push for 20mph limit.

· The footway is shared space with the road but motorists do not know that it is permissible to drive on it.

· A written comment from a resident was read out: it was supportive of the footway which increased pedestrian safety.

· The village of Cann, near Shaftesbury, has installed a solar-powered TV monitor at each end of the village. Large vehicles trigger the device to give priority to the vehicle arriving first.  However, the device is very expensive, costing in the region of £60-£100,000.

· A Safety Audit is due to be completed by the end of June, following which recommendations will go to Buro Happold and the DCC Highways Department before the report is made public.
d) Matters arising from the two Village Meetings – 
· South Perrott - Cllr Organ advised that the Millennium Green had been discussed and two residents had offered to become new Trustees.  The Community Police Officers had given a presentation on oil tank security.
· Chedington – Cllr Simmons advised that there was no news on Pennys Hill Coppice but a new gatepost had been installed.  The condition of Chedington Lane road surface was a cause for concern.    We need to ensure that the dumpy bags of grit are ordered in time for the winter.
e) Parish/Town Development Survey – the clerk advised that the District Council had asked all parish councils to assist in shaping the new planning policy and was seeking our views on what type of development we need in our local area over the next 10 years.  IT WAS AGREED that the survey form should be distributed to all residents in both villages to give everyone the opportunity to contribute to the survey.



         Action: A Gillingham
1056.  CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence In

1. DAPTC Chief Executive’s Circulars nos. 5/11, 6/11, 7/11 and 8/11
2. Letter from Parrett & Axe Primary School thanking Council for donation 

3. DCC memo – Highways Vegetation Management Programme 2011/12

4. Community News magazine, Spring 2011

5. DAPTC Spring Newsletter, containing details of training courses for new councillors

Correspondence Out 

1. Letter to DCC Highways Dept re. A356 road scheme

2. Letters to owners of properties bordering Parrett Mead bridge, South Perrott, reminding of riparian duties

3. Letter to Miss Cooper, Chedington, re. tighter control of her dogs 

4. Parish Maintenance Unit – works request form

1057.  PLANNING
a) Applications handled since last meeting:  none

b) Decisions notified by WDDC since last meeting:  

1/D/11/000299 Keepers Piece, Chedington – install conservation roof lights.  Approved.

c) New applications: 

1/D/000372 Sockety Farm, South Perrott – change of use of agricultural land to site two yurts (May to Sept) for holiday accommodation.  New toilet/ shower building.

d) Tree Applications:

CA/11/00040 The Old Rectory, South Perrott – approved.

CA/11/00044 2 Parrett Mead, South Perrott – approved.

CA/11/00123 7 West Side, Chedington – application.

1058.  FINANCE
	a) Income received: 
Precept (1st half)
	£1800.00

	b) Payments made since the last meeting:

	None

	c) Payments to be made:

Footprintz (photocopying for newsletter)
Community First annual insurance
Clerk’s salary for Apr & May 2011 

Clerk’s expenses 
Hire of Chedington Village Hall
	£99.00
£198.01
£267.00

£24.48
£45.00

	Bank account stands at:

Balance after above cheques agreed 
£3,910.84

£3,277.35



The above payments were proposed by Cllr Johnson and seconded by Cllr Coutanche.
d) New Signatories for Bank Account.  It was agreed that there should be three signatories for the bank account, any two of whom would be able to authorise cheques.  IT WAS AGREED that Mike Johnson and Kate Organ would become new signatories along with the existing signatory Peter Simmons.  Now that Anthony de la Poer was no longer a member of the PC, he would be removed as signatory.






          Action: A Gillingham
1059.  MATTERS OF REPORT
a) Chairman – none.
b) Clerk – reported that she could not open the Chedington notice board owing to the keyhole having become blocked.  (Item for next agenda: renewal of Chedington notice board)
c) Members – 
· Cllr Organ read out a letter which Mr I Wylie of Shire Cottage had written to County Cllr Knox regarding the danger posed by traffic from the Crewkerne direction attempting to take a right turn into Lecher Lane, on the blind bend.  Members supported the “No Right Turn” restriction proposed by Mr Wylie.
· Cllr Simmons reported that large vehicles had degraded the road surface between Keepers Piece and Pretty Box Farm and also the stretch of road past Pea Mead, leading out of Chedington, which could make it dangerous for pedestrians at the Street Fair.  The clerk to write to DCC Highways Department.


         Action: A Gillingham
· Cllr Coutanche requested two items for the next agenda: (i) timing of the Public Session, and (ii) “The Source” newsletter.

d) Footpaths Officer – none.
e) County and District Councillors – 
· County Cllr Rebecca Knox reported that verge cutting had begun on A and B roads, but should not have started yet on C and D roads to allow time for wild flowers to flourish.
· District Cllr Jan Page reported a request from Roger Greene, District Council Solicitor, asking if he can close his file on the Millennium Green.  The clerk to write and confirm that the file can be closed.




         Action: A Gillingham
1060.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION
· Mr P Larkman requested an item for the next agenda: size and weight of vehicles on the A356.
· A resident described “The Source” newsletter as an excellent magazine and hoped it would continue.  Members recorded a vote of thanks to David Lines for his diligent work on producing it.

· Mr de la Poer raised the subject of Himalayan Balsam, an invasive weed which was overrunning the river banks.  Members agreed to circulate a leaflet to all households in both villages alerting residents to the dangers of this plant and asking for volunteers to join working parties to pull it up.
· Mrs J Turner asked the newly elected councillors how they were planning to improve communication between the parish council and residents.  Cllr Coutanche and Cllr Legg replied that they had plans to consult residents on all issues affecting them, particularly once the new Localism Bill comes into effect.  The Chairman made a plea to all residents to attend any consultation sessions that were arranged.
1061.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 14th July in Chedington Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed …........................................................

Date …….............................................
