PARRETT AND AXE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parrett and Axe Parish Council held at the Village Hall, South Perrott on Thursday 12th May 2011
PRESENT
Chairman A de la Poer, Cllrs S Coutanche, M Johnson, A Legg, K Organ and P Simmons.

Also in attendance: Footpaths Officers Mrs de la Poer and Mr Lucas, Tree Warden Mr Buckland, County Cllr R Knox, District Cllr J Page, and 27 residents.

1043. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Chairman de la Poer opened the meeting and presided over the election of the new Chairman.  Nominations were invited and Cllr M Johnson was nominated and elected as Chairman - proposed by Cllr Organ, seconded by Cllr Coutanche. A declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
1044. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Johnson took the chair and presided over the election of Vice Chairman.  Nominations were invited and Cllr K Organ was elected as Vice Chairman - proposed by Cllr Coutanche, seconded by Cllr Legg. A declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
1045. VACANCY ON PARISH COUNCIL
The Clerk advised that insufficient candidates from Chedington had put themselves forward for election onto the parish council and it was therefore open to the council to co-opt one more member from the Chedington area.  Mrs E Fray came forward as willing to serve and members duly resolved that she be co-opted onto the council with immediate effect.  A declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
1046. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from District Cllr C Payne.
1047.  MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2010 were read and approved as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. They were proposed by Cllr Organ and seconded by Cllr Simmons. 
1048. MATTERS ARISING
None

1049. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Attached
1050. CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk gave a financial report for the year ending 31st March 2011. 
Total receipts for the past financial year £3,501.65
Total payments for the past financial year £3,545.96
We came in nearly £300 over budget for the year 2010-2011, but actual expenditure exceeded income by only £44.31. 
We start the new financial year with £ 2,110.84 in the Parish Council account. 

The accounts were available for inspection. The Accounts, Annual Governance Statement, Register of Assets and Internal Audit were adopted by the council. Proposed by Cllr Johnson and seconded by Cllr Simmons.
The clerk expressed thanks to Mr Peter Coles who carried out the internal audit.
1051. FOOTPATHS OFFICERS REPORT
Report from Dominie de la Poer – footpaths officer for South Perrott. 
Mrs de la Poer reported that there are 10 footpaths and three bridleways in South Perrott.  The footpath by the Old School House continued to be blocked where it crossed a field because no access had been created by the farmer through the crop.  Leaflets had been distributed to farmers reminding them of their duty to keep footpaths clear. 
Mrs de la Poer was thanked for her report.
Report from Mike Lucas – footpaths officer for Chedington. 
Mr Lucas reported that there are two footpaths and two bridleways in Chedington.  In respect of Footpath no. 7 (by Lower Farm) there is an ongoing problem with walkers’ dogs being attacked by the dogs belonging to the farm and the Parish Council and Rights of Way Officer had written to the owner regarding this.
Mr Lucas had previously tendered his resignation as Footpaths Officer and members thanked him for all the work he had done over a great number of years.
 1052. TREE WARDEN’S REPORT
 Mr B Buckland reported that there had not been many tree applications over the year, and nothing controversial. He reminded members and residents that he was willing to give advice to anyone about their trees.
 The meeting closed at 8.00pm.

 THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING FOLLOWED


Signed…………………………..………….. Date……………………….
 Chairman


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2010-2011
Apart from those more mundane matters that form the “bread and butter” of Parish Council business – planning applications, footpaths, etc. – the bulk of our discussion and decision making for the past twelve months has centred around two major issues.

One, the A356 Pilot Scheme had overlapped from the previous year involving considerable planning as well as public consultations.  The scheme itself had been introduced to the village after many years of petitioning the County Council by the PC for action to be taken towards traffic calming on the A356 as it runs through South Perrott. Despite much publicity, two public meetings (the results of which were overwhelmingly favourable) and information provided in the PC newsletter, “The Source”, it has been the subject of much complaint with at least one resident claiming not to know anything about what was going on!  The work on the road is now nearing completion and will be followed by a three-month safety assessment.

The other issue concerned a move by the original Trustees of the Millennium Green to pass their duties to the Parish Council.  This was opposed by the PC on the grounds of possible future financial liability.  It was eventually brought to a satisfactory conclusion by the discovery of two residents of South Perrott who were both willing and keen to undertake the responsibility.

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their many contributions to the continued welfare of our two Villages and for providing me with such tremendous support as your Chairman over the last two years.  I would like to pay particular tribute to my colleague, David Lines, for the amount of work that he put into both issues already mentioned.  So far as the Trusteeship of the Millennium Green is concerned, it was he who, by his own efforts, found those prepared to take on the governance of the Green.  From the very start of the A356 pilot scheme David undertook to liaise with Highways and to pass information onto the Village as soon as it was available to him.  Single-handed and with great success David has edited the Parish Council newsletter “The Source” and this is now an established feature of our village life.
In May of last year, Mrs Vicky Reed, our Parish Clerk, gave notice of her resignation as she was expecting a baby.  There was very little time from then until her leaving us on November 1st to find a replacement.  After much nail biting (it was felt that it was going to be difficult to find anyone as good as Vicky) we were extremely lucky to find among us one who has proved herself most capable of taking on this role.  Once again, a very warm welcome to you, Angela, and thank you for everything that you have done to make my task as Chairman, so much easier!  My thanks also go to Rebecca Knox, our County Councillor, District Councillors, Janet Page and Caroline Payne, and Police representatives, Tim Poole and Alex Bishop.  Thanks also to our footpaths officers – particularly Mike Lucas who has served Chedington as its footpaths officer for many years and has now, sadly, felt it necessary to resign his post, to our tree warden, Bob Buckland, and to our auditor.
